


Dear Friends,

We thank you for your support and dedication to furthering JBI’s mission of 
inclusion and accessibility. With your help, JBI is ensuring that individuals 
who are blind, have low vision, or are print disabled are connected with 
Jewish education, culture, and heritage, and fully able to participate in their 
communities.  

One of the actions we are most excited to highlight from 2023 is our new 
strategic plan. With this new roadmap, we are set to grow, evolve, and 
better connect to our current patrons and expand our outreach to many who 
do not yet access our services. Our new strategic initiatives will broaden 
and enhance our services, further foster a feeling of connection to our 
community, encourage learning, and ensure inclusion. These goals are all 
the more relevant in the wake of October 7th, which has reinforced the 
importance of our mission and the need to remove all barriers to access to 
Jewish life and its rich heritage.

Key elements of our new strategic plan include: 

1. Increasing the number of books and texts available, and the formats 
in which they’re offered 
 
We are expanding our library’s selection of high-quality braille, large 
print, and audio content, including fiction, nonfiction, young adult 
reads, and books for children and families to enjoy together, as well 
as liturgical offerings. We are also continuing our efforts to expand 
digital options, and increase accessibility for those with a physical 
disability, dyslexia, or other reading disabilities.  
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Steven P. Polivy
Co-Chair of the Board
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2. Offering new and engaging programming  
 
We are focusing on new live and virtual programs to give patrons 
additional opportunities to engage with JBI, with one another, and the 
Jewish community, through our accessible materials. These include 
virtual book clubs, text study sessions, language classes, and author 
readings. Our new Patrons’ Council provides an outlet for members to 
share valuable input and shape such programming.

3. Upgrading our technologies   
 
It is critical that our patrons have quick and easy access to the 
information and texts they need, in the formats they prefer. We 
are investing in new up-to-date systems to improve accessibility, 
including a new website, online library, and improved technologies for 
digital, on-demand materials.

4. Championing increased inclusion and accessibility, especially within 
the Jewish community 
 
We are partnering with schools, camps, synagogues, museums, 
libraries, social service organizations, and retirement homes across 
the country to encourage the creation and promotion of content 
further enabling engagement in Jewish life. Thanks to a grant 
awarded by the New York Community Trust, we are able to provide 
large print, braille and audio materials to the patrons of organizations 
across NYC for the next two years free of charge.

Going forward, we will continue to strengthen these and other programs, all 
of which deepen JBI’s ability to deliver meaningful services to our patrons, 
from older adults seeking literature for enjoyment, to students pursuing 
a Jewish education, to anyone wishing to access their religious practice. 
For many with visual impairments who might otherwise feel isolated, JBI’s 
collection of books, periodicals, religious texts, and cultural programs are a 
crucial link to Jewish life and culture.

It is only due to your ongoing support that we have the ability and resources 
to undertake these new initiatives and efforts, which are more important 
today than ever. We thank you for your passionate commitment to bringing 
us together to access—and celebrate—Jewish life and culture. 
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Dear Friends,

In an ever-increasingly complex world, finding 
ways to create belonging and community 
and develop a deeper understanding of and 
engagement with Judaism—in all its facets—
is challenging. But this year has proven to 
me that JBI is inspired and ready to take this 

important work on. I am extremely proud of what JBI’s board and staff have 
done to explore and implement creative ways to advance our core mission of 
making the Jewish world accessible to everyone who has vision impairment 
of any kind.

At the same time, JBI continues to be responsive to the needs of its patrons, 
developing important audio, braille, and large print materials of Jewish 
interest— many of which are often simply not available anywhere else. 
And we’re simultaneously forging new paths to patrons through enhanced 
technology, diverse partnerships with organizations whose missions overlap 
with ours, and amplification of our work across media and social media to 
reach growing audiences. 

This year we have also come to embrace the critical role we can play in 
building and strengthening access to the Jewish community in multiple ways. 
We are expanding new in-person and virtual programs, such as book groups, 
poetry workshops, Patrons’ Council meetings, lectures, and special events, 
and introducing a new hybrid Judaism 101 series this fall. 

I have also had the privilege of attending conferences of the blind, meeting 
people from vision impairment service organizations around the country, and 
working closely with patrons and others with disabilities, and the message 
I’ve come to understand is very clear. Creating barrier-free access does not 
mean waiting until someone asks for assistance, but rather ensuring that 
individuals with accessibility needs never have to ask to feel fully welcomed, 
encouraged, dignified, and included in our community. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S LETTER



Livia Thompson
Executive Director
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To this end, JBI is actively collaborating with other organizations like 
synagogues, museums, social service providers, and cultural groups on 
inclusion initiatives and serving as accessibility consultants to others 
seeking to instill accessibility and inclusion as a core value and build it into 
their organizational culture, capabilities, and offerings.

We at JBI consider all of this work to be a moral imperative, and we are 
proactive and passionate about making inclusion a reality for everyone. 
True inclusion requires intentional efforts to accommodate the needs of all 
members of our community and ensuring that anyone who seeks to learn 
more about Jewish life, culture, ritual, and community can do so easily. JBI 
believes there should never be barriers to engagement with our stories 
and sacred texts. Leviticus notes that we must not “put a stumbling block 
before the blind.” And while the verse is usually applied metaphorically, here 
at JBI we are mindful of its literal meaning as well. Inclusion aligns with our 
core values of justice, compassion, and love for all, and enables us to fully 
engage as Jews. 

And for all the work we’ve accomplished, I truly believe that we can 
look forward to even more positive impact as we continue to implement 
technology updates currently underway, nurture our partnerships, diversify 
and update our materials, and create more new programming. Whether you 
are a longtime patron or someone just learning about JBI, we are here to 
serve as a place where anyone with visual impairment or print disability can 
come to gain barrier-free access to Jewish community and Judaism. 

      Warmly,
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2023  
Highlights

• We launched a new strategic 
plan focused on providing 
even better services to our  
patrons through increased 
programming, broader offer-
ings and new technologies.

• We engaged new patrons 
through our ever-increasing 
circulating library, liturgical, 
and lifecycle materials,  
customized offerings, and  
cultural programming. 

• We are now serving approxi-
mately 12,000 individuals di-
rectly, plus many more indi-
rectly through our work with 
collaborating organizations.   

• We circulated 14,000 audio-
books. 

• We increased our communi-
cation with patrons through 
more frequent newsletters 
(braille, large print, and email) 
and we established our JBI 
Patrons’ Council to share 
news and opportunities, build 
community, and solicit  
patrons’ input and feedback. 

• We produced and distributed 
4,800 large print and braille  
liturgical and lifecycle  
materials, including our braille 
and large print luach.

• We regularly produced and 
distributed audio magazines 
and cultural programs for more 
than 1,000 magazine readers.
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• We expanded our capacity to 
help partnering organizations 
produce braille, large print, and 
audio materials to make their 
programming and communities 
more accessible for people with 
visual impairment.

• We grew JBI’s social media 
presence significantly through 
increased activity and engage-
ment on Facebook and LinkedIn, 
and a new Instagram account. 
We are leveraging these plat-
forms to reach new audiences 
and keep our patrons and  
partners informed. 

• We added new audio and braille 
titles to our circulating library, 
childrens books in multiple  
accessible formats, and new 
editions of liturgical offerings 

including three new Haggadot, a 
PJ Library High Holy Days guide, 
Selichot, and more.

• We broadened our collabora-
tions with more than 200  
organizations that serve  
people with visual impairments 
and Jewish social service orga-
nizations. A few examples: PJ 
Library, Jewish Book Council, 
Matan, JASA, Xavier Society for 
the Blind, CSB Cares, Visions, 
Vision Services Alliance, DOROT, 
and the National Library Ser-
vices of the Library of Congress. 

• We awarded four exceptional  
college and graduate students 
with Nathan L. and Suzanne K. 
Wolfson Scholarships totaling 
$60,000.

JBI  Audio and Braille 
Technician Keila Alequin 
preparing an edition of the 
Jewish Braille Review.



“Today I received May-June’s Jewish 
Braille Review magazine and perused it 
while enjoying some sunny moments in 
my backyard. It’s a real pleasure to pick up 
a braille volume, with no cables, wires or 
power supply and walk outside just like a 
sighted person with a newspaper.”  

— Michael, Long Island, NY

“I want you to know how much  
I appreciate receiving JBI Voices. The 
October issue on Israel was very insightful 
and the meditation in this past month’s 
issue was enjoyable. It makes a difference 
to me that you are using human voices to 
record and not A.I.”

— Tina, Salem, OR

“The last Zoom book club WAS 
EXCELLENT!! (I just wish they were more 
frequent.) I’m really enjoying this month’s 
book—as different as possible from the 
last one.”

— Tatyana, Brookline, MA

My Aunt Rita has not been 
able to enjoy a seder 
in years due to visual 
impairment. Thanks to 
the large print Haggadah 
from JBI, a beloved family 
member can now fully 
participate in the family 
seder.

      — Maxine, Canada 

“I couldn’t live without JBI. I can’t read 
books in print anymore and your audio 
books are like islands of knowledge 
that I can enjoy. It is so wonderful and 
comforting to know you are there. I can 
just pick up the phone and whatever  
I need comes in the mail, it is so easy. This 
simple act of what you do is a blessing and 
it makes my life more enjoyable.”

— Judith, New Rochelle, NY

“With my braille Haggadah from JBI,  
I thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to 
read aloud when my turn arrived. As we 
reached each of the Seder prayers, which 
my family recited in unison, I joined them 
as I read from my braille Haggadah.” 

— Jack, Worcester, MA

If you or a loved one could benefit from JBI’s services, please call 1-800-433-1531 or 
visit www.jbilibrary.org. JBI’s knowlegeable librarians will be happy to help.

“ “



Our Thanks for Your 
Generous Support in 2023

* This report recognizes donors of $250 or more during the fiscal year 2023. Space limitations make it impossible to list the many gifts under $250. If your name is 
not listed, or there is an error in the way it is listed, please accept our apologies and let us know how to correct it. (Please call Beth Rudich at 1-800-433-1531.)
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BENEFACTORS
$50,000 and up

The David Berg Foundation
Barbara B. & Stephen Friedman
Helen F. and Alfred S. Meyer 
    Fund of The New York 
    Community Trust

PATRONS  
$10,000 – 49,999

Anonymous (2)
Joseph Alexander Foundation
The Sandra Atlas Bass and   
    Edythe & Sol G. Atlas Fund
Sharon T. Bookin
Frances & Buddy (z’l) Brandt, in  
    memory of Toby Geschwind
Mirrel Davis Trust and Rebecca  
    Davis Trust
Bernard Gans, B. Gans 
    Management
Lisa and Eric Halpern, 
    in memory of William and     
    Ethel Seclow
The Marc Haas Foundation
Israel Charitable Foundation
Marilyn Weitzman Kahn &  
    Thomas G. Kahn
Myron & Jill Kaplan
Dr. Ellie Henkind Katz, in honor   
    of Nacham Or Chaim Pries 
    & Hava Pries
The Omer Foundation
Leo Oppenheimer & Flora  
    Oppenheimer Haas  
    Foundation

Steven P. Polivy & Annette 
    Orenstein
The Henry Rasof Donor 
    Advised Fund, in memory of   
    Bernard Rasof 
Adolph & Ruth Schnurmacher  
    Foundation
Charles and M. R. Shapiro 
    Foundation
The Slomo and Cindy Silvian  
    Foundation
Idalia Roth Charitable Trust

SPONSORS 
$5,000 – 9,999

Anonymous (3)
Andrea Brown & Robert 
    M. Levande
Paul & Pearl Caslow Foundation
The Ruby Diamond Foundation
Albert E. & Birdie W. Einstein   
    Fund
Steven Fadem & Laurie Baskin
Gene, Rosalie, and Susan 
    Goldberg Endowment Fund
Jephson Educational Trust #2
Jeanne & Richard Kaskey 
    Foundation
Anna-Maria and Stephen Kellen  
    Foundation, in honor of     
    Thomas and Marilyn Khan
Klaff Family Foundation
S & R Kleiman Family
Harry Kramer Memorial Fund
Barbara G. Saidel & Eddie 
    Goldberg 
Susan L. Schlechter

FRIENDS
$1,000 – 4,999

Mark J. Altschuler 
Steven Howard Amster  
    Memorial Fund
Stuart S. Applebaum, in honor 
    of Jeff Abraham
Dr. & Mrs. Mitchel Ashkanazy
Robert E. Baum
James & Susan Baumann
Lovey Beer
Marc Bengualid
Cathy S. Bernard
The Bisgeier Family Foundation
Ronald H. Bloom
Dr. Maxwell L. & Florence C.  
    Blumenreich Foundation 
The Jack Chester Foundation
Barbara B. Cohn, in memory of  
    Judy Tenney
Ellen David
Paul J. Davis
Nathaniel de Rothschild
Sandy Fainbarg
Dr. Theodore Feintuch
Eugene and Estelle Ferkauf  
    Foundation
The Feuerring Foundation
Susan Fine & Arnon Mishkin
Dr. David H. Forst
Barbara Freid Gottesman
Norman M. Fried
David Furman
Naamit & Michael Gerber
Gerson Family Foundation
Betsy & Max Gitter, in honor of  
    Susan Schlechter
Carol Gittler
Edythe Gladstein, in memory of  
    Judy Tenney
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Susan & Steven Gold, in 
    memory of Judy Tenney & 
    Jerry Sklar and in honor of 
    Livia Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. Diego Goldfarb
Herman Goldman Foundation
William P. Goldman & Brothers  
    Foundation, in memory of  
    Evelyn and Sidney Kraines
Irwin & Sally Goldstein
Rabbi Andrew Goodman
David and Alan Greene Family  
    Foundation
William K. & Cheryl Gross
David A. Gumenick
Malka & Paul R. (z’l) Herman
The David and Barbara B.  
    Hirschhorn Foundation
Stuart Hirsh
Jorgensen Foundation
Michael D. Joseph
Ronald L. Kahn
The Kaplen Foundation
Charlie and Adrea Kofman
Rona E. Kramer, Esq., in 
    memory of Paul D. Kerman
Jesse N. Krawitz
Fred Krimm
The Kenneth A. Lattman 
    Foundation
Hortley G. LeBlang Charitable 
    Trust
Lemberg Foundation
Amy & Frank Linde
Diane & Burton C. Lipman
Dorothy Lloyd
Michael J. Luckens
Ellen Marcus
Leni & Peter May, in honor of  
    Susan Schlechter

Metzger-Price Fund
Dennis M. Meyers
Jean & Philip Michael, in 
    memory of Judy Tenney
Mr. & Mrs. Jay P. Miller
Michael and Lori Milken Family  
    Foundation
Hannah Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Lester S. Morse
Iris Nelson-Schwartz
Irving Paler
Mr. & Mrs. Nathaniel Paull
Suzanne E. Pleskunas, in 
    memory Judy Tenney
Geri Pollack, in memory of  
    Judy Tenney
Joan Porat
Mario and Sara Rafalin 
    Foundation
The Riklin Charitable Trust
Abraham & Sonia Rochlin 
    Foundation
The John A. Rodger, Jr. 
    Foundation
Edward E. and Hilda C. Rosen  
    Foundation
Sydell Rosen, in memory of  
    Morton Rosen
The Bertha & Jacob Rosenberg  
    Foundation, in memory of  
    Rita Rosenberg
Robert Russell Memorial 
    Foundation
David S. Sabih & Anna 
    Swartley, in memory of 
    Michael Stamp & in honor of   
    Natalie and Max Weschler,  
    Alissa Fineman, and Jennifer  
    Sabih

Nir Samuel
Elliott Scheinberg
Sandra R. Schenkel, in memory 
    of Elsa Schenkel
Schleifer Family Foundation
Jordan & Carol Schottenstein
Roslyn Schwartzberg
Renee & Joe Septimus
Jill & Howard Sharfstein, 
    in honor of Livia Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Sklar
Amy B. Wallace & Steven 
    J. Sklar, in memory of 
    Jerome Cohen and Jerry 
    & Martha Sklar
Robert H. Small
Cari Sommer Charitable Fund
Judy Soley
Aliza & Josh Sperling
Beatrice Snyder Foundation,  
    in memory of Jerry Sklar
Alice J. Tenney, in memory of  
    Judy Tenney
Amy Tenney-Levere
Livia & Thomas Thompson, 
    in memory of Leroy Fadem, 
    Toby Geschwind, and Judy 
    Tenney
Tidewater Jewish Foundation
Towbin Charitable Fund
Lorraine Trachtenberg
Viterbi Family Fund
Yehuda B. Weinstock, in honor 
    of David & Rachel Herman 
    and the Sterenfeld Family
Tamara L. Weintraub
Peggy & Samuel E. Weiss
Mr. & Mrs. James Wimmer

Three of JBI’s  
Russian-speaking 
patrons at a social 
gathering to talk 
about the books 
they are reading 
from our collection.



We gratefully acknowledge the thoughtfulness 
and compassion of those whose forward thinking 
has done so much to enable JBI to meet the spe-
cial needs of blind and visually impaired patrons.

Bess Ruth Abel
Gloria S. Adelson
Audrey M. Carlan

Hans B. Cohn
Cramer Family Trust

Elliot Daniels
Leroy Fadem

Elsa & George Feher
Sylvia Fishbein 

Zachary Fromberg

Sylvia S. Kirsch
Rita Lambek

Myron Lasman
Kenneth D. LeBow 
Jack L. Rappoport 
Pamela Rubenstein

Marianne Seidenberger
Charles Shibuk
Judy E. Tenney
Martin F.  Witkin

LEGACIES &  
BEQUESTS
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DONORS
$250 – 999

Anonymous (2)
Arlene L. & Elliot Aberbach
Lenore Abramowitz
Robin & Joel Abrams
Israel Tzvi Abusch
Richard I. Adrian, in memory of  
    Dr. Ellen Isler
Mr. & Mrs. Stewart Ain
Judith Albano
Mr. & Mrs. Michael I. Amon
Susan & Christopher K. 
    Anderson, in memory of 
    Jacqueline S. Bear
Miriam Anes
Dr. Mark E. Angel
Arthur Antman
Dr. William Apple
Stephen Auerbach
Howard Baker
Wendy & Sydney Baker
Frank Beck

Sharon Becker
Joan Bellows
Dr. & Mrs. Marvin Belsky
Dr. Henry M. Berger
The Martin S. Berger Family 
    Foundation, in memory of 
    Judy Tenney
Diane & Fredrick Berk
Diane Bernstein & Bruce 
    D. Bernstein, in memory of 
    Elsie Bernstein
Dr. Martin G. Bialer
Mayer Bick
Dr. Alan Bleier, in memory of  
    Margie B. Bleier
Gil Bloom
Rabbi Bennett Blum, in memory 
    of Miriam Lippel Blum
Jeffrey S. Blum
David Blumenthal
Karen & David Blumenthal, 
    in honor of Cal Roberts
B’nai B’rith Blind Children’s  
    Camp Fund

Saul S. Bodenheimer
Lynn & Doug Borck
Martin Borenstein
Julie Borim, in memory of 
    Harriet Selik
Gail & Paul Bork
Allen Brafman
Benjamin Brafman
Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Bratslavsky, 
    in memory of Nethanuel 
    ben Aaron
Beth Brenzel
Joyce & Ivan Brick
Brodovsky Foundation
Ms. Sherna S. Brody
Dr. Morton Brookler
Melanie & Mitchell Brooks
Tamra Brown
Dr. David Brust
Vivian Burger-Lazar & 
    Matthew Lazar
Barbara & Lawrence Cahn
Mr. & Mrs. Michael E. Canes
John F. Cannady

We will always 
remember their 

kindness.

2023
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Helga R. Carden
Dina & Lawrence Caroline
Dr. Herbert T. Caskey
Roberta Chaplin
Sharon Chazan
Tatiana Cherkas
David Chilewich
Sandy Chilewich
Doris & Bernard Cohen
Dr. & Mrs. Ezra Cohen
Leslie Cohen
Naomi & Barry R. Cohen
Congregation Beth El Men’s 
    Club, Norfolk, VA, in honor of  
    Stewart & Deborah Prost
Congregation B’Nai Israel,  
    Saint Petersburg, FL
Congregation Or Atid, Wayland, 
    MA, in honor of Rabbi Lauren 
    Tuchman 
Eugene Coolik
Richard A. Covkin
Cynthia & Harvey Creem
Diane & Stephen Crespin
Eileen & Lawrence Cutler
Michale Cynamon
Marshall Cyrlin, in memory of  
    Philip Raznik, OD
Dr. Linda R. Dagi & Dr. T. 
    Forcht Dagi
Mr. & Mrs. Andre Danesh
Jeffrey Dankberg
Ellen David
Lisa & Larry Davidoff
Lois J. Davis
Jim Day
Phyllis Dicker
Arlene R. Don
Arlene & Robert Dondiego, in  
    memory of Israel A. Taub
Marlynn & Elliot Dorff
Blanche & Lawrence Dresner
Theresa & Steven Drexler
Mardi and David Durkin 
    Family Fund
Edelheit Family Fund
Gerald J. Eichner
Alan Eidler & Sharon Feldman
Mitzi & Warren Eisenberg 
    Family Foundation
Ernest Elias

Lois Ellison
Daniel Euell
Eugene I. Farber & Hinda 
    Keller Farber
Joan M. Felder
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth J. Finger
Stephane Fintz, in memory of 
    Fani and Nisso Roderick
Douglas R. Fisher
Lynn M. Foggle
Mr. & Mrs. Jayson Folus
Toby Frankel
Anne & Gerald Freedman 
    Charitable Foundation
David Freedman, in memory of  
    Miriam Freedman
Michael Freedman
Baruch Friedman
Judith Friedman
Amy Frolick & Brad Eric 
    Scheler, in memory of 
    Judy Tenney
Estelle Futterman
Professor Ethan Gahtan, 
    in memory of Dr. Ellen Isler
Eliana B. Galer, in memory of 
Leah Bas Shushka and  
    Michal Mendel
Martin Galett
Galston Family Giving Fund
Harriette & Eli Garber
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Gaspar
Alan H. Gelb
Robert W. Gelfman
Dr. Joel Gellen
Murray Gerstenhaber
Bijan & Rachel Ghatan
Jean & Mark Gilbert
Ronnie Ginsberg
Gideon Glass, in memory of  
    Estelle Glass
Herbert & Sharon Glaser Fund
Ruth & Jack Glantz Family  
    Foundation
Billie & Martin Gold
Mr. & Mrs. Ivan C. Goldberg
Dr. Leonard S. Goldberg
Irv Goldfarb
Ruth Goldin
Elayne Goldstein
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Goldstein

Helena & Marvin J. Goldstein
Howard Goldstein
Mr. & Mrs. Alan L. Gordon
Susan Gordon, in memory of  
    Judy Tenney
Dr. Doris M. Greenberg
Dr. & Mrs. David Z. Greenseid
Dr. & Mrs. Melvyn Greenstein
Ruth Gretzinger
The Griff Family Fund
Anna and Bernard Gross  
    Memorial Fund
Pamela H. B. Gross
Michael Grossman
Allan Guggenheim &  
    Lucy Bolton
Suzanne & Barry Gurvitch
Arthur Gutterman
H. W. R. Corporation
Lee Haas
Dr. & Mrs. Mark H. Haimann
Lorraine & Leo Halpert
Laurie & Christopher Harbert
The Dr. Lewis A. Hare & Ruth  
    Lerman Hare Charitable 
    Foundation
Leslie Hecht
Michael Helfer
The Help-Som Child  
    Foundation, in honor of Jane  
    Blecher
Esther & Brad Herman
June Hersh
Edythe Hirsch
Janis & Kennard Hirsch 
    Charitable Fund
Judith & Paul Hochhauser 
    Foundation
Rabbi & Mrs. Avrohom Hoffman
Rabbi William Horn
Betsy L. Humphrys, in memory 
    of Frederick Schuyler
Stuart Ickovic
Dr. Robert L. Ingberg
Elizabeth & Michael Jablin
Jackson National Life 
    Insurance Company
Hersh Jakubowitz
Jewish Children’s Adoption 
    Network
Leslie Kahn



Jeffrey D. Kallenberg
Robert A. Kandel, in honor of  
    Steve Polivy
Phyllis & Michael Kann
Christine & Steven Kantrowitz, 
    in memory of Annette 
    Kantrowitz
Carolyn & Morris Kaplan
Jerome A. Kaplan & Deena L. 
    Kaplan Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Kaplan
Robin & Alan J. Kastrinsky
Miriam Katz
Adele & Moshe  
    Katzenelenbogen
Allan Kauders
Dr. Martin J. Kerzer
Dr. & Mrs. Harold L. 
    Kirschenbaum

Susan & Bill Kitei
April & Paul Klausner
The Beverly and Elias Klein 
    Family Foundation
Frank J. Klein, in honor of 
    Chana Sura bas Basha 
    Chaya & in memory of Ada 
    Klein
Nancy I. Klein
Mr. & Mrs. Myles B. Koby
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Koenig
Naomi Koenigsberg
Kent Kolar
Debi Kornswiet-Shandling
Barbara Kramer
Terry Kraus, in honor of Livia 
    Thompson
Rochelle Kraut
Ellen & Lewis Krinsky

Dr. Edouard Kujawski
Gilbert Lahn
Lillian Laks
Yael & Amnon Landan
Ms. Lisa Landsman
Joann Lang, in memory of 
    Judy Tenney
Sheila & Meyer Last
Dr. & Mrs. Gary S. Lazar
Steven Legum
Brian Leish
Lester Lenoff
Jessia Leonard, in honor of    
    Jane Belcher
Caroline Levere, in memory of 
    Judy Tenney
Harriet B. Levi
Irwin & Ilianna Levin
Linda & Alan Levine

Gloria S.Adelson 
Maimoona M.Ahmed 
lnesse Alexandrov  

Mark Altschuler  
Frances Brandt  

William H. Brandt  
Dr. David Brust  
Pamela Carlton 

Jeannette Celemenski 
Gloria Cohen  
Elliot Daniels  
Ellen David  

Michael L. & Carol L. Dean 
David Bernard Eichhorn 

Elsa Feher
Mildred Feuerstein 

David & Paula Fishman 
Sara Fishman  

Betty H. Freedman 

Barbara B. Friedman 
Bernice F. Friedman 

Ralph Friedner 
Stanley Ganer  

Earl & Mary Glenn 
Richard M. Goldberg 

William K. Gross 
Sylvia Haase  

Monika Hamburger
Robert S. Harris  
Phyllis Hopman

Hortense Hurwitz
Thomas G. Kahn
Jeanne Kaiser
Myron Kaplan
Irene Kitzman
Naomi Kronish
Harriet B. Levi
Sandy Marsik

Stanley Moss
Rae Natkin

Beth Omansky, Ph.D. 
Gloria Ostrin 
Poppy Parker 

Harry J. Petchesky 
Ronald Price 

Stanley E. Rose 
Norman Ross 
Elaine Rudner  

Roslyn Schwartzberg  
Anna Shrifter  

Sidney & Irene Silverman 
Anne T. Silverstein  

Arlene Stolper Simon  
Adele Stein 

Paulette A.Weill 
Selma Weintraub  

Herbert Zukerman

To become a Tikvah Society member, contact Beth Rudich at 1-800-433-1531 or  
brudich@jbilibrary.org. 

THE TIKVAH  
SOCIETY  
OF JBI

JBI acknowledges with gratitude the many 
friends of the blind and visually impaired who 
have included JBI in their wills or named JBI as 
the beneficiary of an insurance policy, trust, 
IRA, or gift annuity.
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Roy Levit
Ralph W. Liebling
John & Vivian Greenacres 
    Fund
Dr. Eli Livne
Dr. Susan Lobel, in memory of  
    David Linder
Kenneth Long, in memory of  
    Leroy Fadem
Joyce Lotters
Gertrude Louzoun, in memory 
    of Susan Degen
Teri Lukin-Zahn & Steven Zahn
Harvey Lutske
Michael Maas
Martin Mack 
Renee Manger
Gitty & Sheldon Margules
Mr. & Mrs. William Marinoff
Tom Markowitz
Dr. Caren S. Martin, in memory 
    of Max S. Gross
Willard L. Marmelzat 
    Foundation

Carol Maxon
Richard McBee
Jacob Melamed
Julius and Evelyn Melnick 
    Foundation
Dr. Alan Mendelsohn, in 
    memory of Stanley 
    Mendelsohn
Mendy Mendlowitz
Carole & David Metzger
Dr. Florence Milch
Caryn Miller
Karen & Eric Miller
Lillian & Jay H. Miller
Marjorie Miller, in memory of  
    Judy Tenney
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Miller
Ellen L. Mittelman
Dr. & Mrs. Edward Mittleman
Jeffrey Mollin, in memory of  
    Howard and Lorraine Mollin
Minna S. Monte-Seitelman
Moskowitz Family Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Philip V. Moss
Mount Herman Full Gospel 
    Ministry
Mr. & Mrs. Jose Mugrabi
Corliss Mulqueen
Nobel Murch Fund, in memory 
    of William I. Murch
Timothy Murphy, in memory of  
    Jerry Sklar
David and Inez Myers 
    Foundation
Myron Levy Family Foundation
Yoni Neirman
Nelco Foundation
Philip Neuberg
Joan Neugroschl
Risa & Pierce Neuman
Jane & Alan Neustadter
Hartley Nisenbaum
Thea & Richard Okin
Samuel Olchyk
Jack Olshansky
Optical Insight
Linda Ossad & Robert L. 
    Ellenberg
Louis Ostrow, in memory of  
    Morris & Shirley Ostrow and  
    John & Anne Flavin
Harry Otterman
Arthur Palmer & Pamela Gellen
Shelley Paradis
Dr. & Mrs. Mark L. Perecman
Cecelia Platnick
Paul Pocress
Press Charitable Gift Fund
Arn Pressner
Jackie Printz & Robert Finkel
Morris and Anna Propp 
    Sons Fund
David Rabinovitz
Allan Rabinowitz, in honor of 
    Thomas Graham Kahn
Selma Radin
Jason Raphael
Mr. & Mrs. Jacques Rebibo
Jeff Resnick, in honor of 
    Arlene Arfe
Ernest J. Riehl
Betty Robbins & Moses 
    Silverman
Richard Robbins
Rosenson Foundation

JBI patron and  
volunteer, Trish, 
reads from a  
large-print book. 
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Bernard Roth
Roth Family Fund
The Rothkopf Greenberg 
    Family Foundation Trust
Ada & Robert T. Rubin
Joseph B. Rubin & Dr. Corinne  
    B. Winston
Meryl & Charles Rubin
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel F. Rubinstein
Mr. & Mrs. Barnett Rukin
Allan Sacks
Ricki Saltzman
Joan Sarnoff
Irene Sax, in honor of Susan 
    Schlechter
Dr. Benson Schaeffer, in honor 
    of Olivia Danna Wilner 
    Schaeffer and in memory of 
    Danna W. Schaeffer and 
    Rebecca Lucile Schaeffer
Mr. & Mrs. Leo Scheiner
The Lillian Schermer 
    Charitable Trust
Helen Scherrer-Diamond, 
    in honor of Beverly Tarabour
Carlyn & Alan Schlechter
Marvin Schneider, in honor of 
    Annette Schneider and Ruth 
    Shapiro, in memory of Molly 
    Chazen, Ann and Frank 
    Schneider, Ben Sherp, Dora 
    Sherp and Morris Sherp
Jacob Schulzinger
James E. Schwartz
Seligsohn Foundation
Mary & Neil Seidner, in memory 
    of Israel Taub
The Lee L. and Judith E. 
    Selwyn Foundation
Barbara Seril
Shadrow Family Fund
Robert A. Shapiro
Bernard & Harriet Shavitz
Paula & Adam Sherman
Abraham S. Shiff
Joel Shukovsky
Irene Silverman, in memory 
    of Ellen Isler
Milton Silverman
Dina & Ilan Simon
Florence & Warren Sinsheimer
Bernard Small

Judith L. Small
Thomas Smotrich &  
    Hon. Iris Smotrich
Melody Smyth
Jeffrey Solarz
Arnold Sollar
Marshall S. Solomon
Jerome Solotky
Lorraine and Ira Spiler  
    Charitable Fund
Rena & Elliot Steigman
Rabbi Louis Stein
Jack and Eva Steinberg  
    Designated Fund
Sherry & Bob M. Steinberg
Marcy Steingroot
Audrey & Richard Steuer
Holly & George Stone
Andrea Sutton
Sylvia Sznajder
J & S Szydlo, in memory of  
    Elaine Bookman
Michael Taub
Taub Family Foundation
Aaron Teitelbaum, in memory 
    of Baileh Rifka bas Chaim 
    Yosef 
Temple Israel Sisterhood,  
    West Bloomfield, MI
Myron Tiersky
Tropham Foundation, in honor 
    of Ellie Henkind Katz
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Tryfus
Lauren & John Veronis 
    Foundation
Dr. Malka Von Weber
Ann Waligorski
Debbie & David Wang, in 
    memory of Bernard Margolis
Marcia L. Warner, in memory of  
    Judy Tenney
Ira Warren
Marcia & Robert Waxman
Dr. Linda Weinberg, in memory 
    of Renee Flager and in honor 
    of Lynne and Andy Levin
Samuel Weinstein Family  
    Foundation
Cathy & Allan Weiss
Wiesenberg Donor Advised 
    Fund, in memory of Judy 
    Tenney

Dov Weitman
Bruce Werner
Jane Wiesenberg, in memory of  
     Judy Tenney
Dr. Nancy Willis, in memory of 
    Bernice Willis
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Wolf
Wolinsky Family 
     Foundation, Inc.
Women of Reform Judaism – 
     Temple Emanu-El, Dallas, TX
Women of Temple Beth Hillel,  
    Valley Village, CA
Women of Temple Rodef 
    Shalom, Falls Church, VA
Milton Yanofsky
Barry Yavitch, in honor of 
    Michelle Bucy and Hallie 
    Yavitch
Loretta Yellen, in memory of  
    Richard David Yellen
Dora Zaidenweber
Gary Zaidenweber
Zulena C. Zattoni Sudilovsky
Talma Zelitzki
Edith & Robert Zinn
Mark Ziring
Herbert and Grace Zwerner 
    Philanthropic Fund

JBI is grateful to the following 
firms that have offered pro 
bono support in their areas of 
expertise:

Akerman LLP
Kleinberg, Kaplan, Wolff & 
    Cohen, P.C.
PBDW Architects
Proskauer Rose LLP
Richter+Ratner
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher 
    & Flom LLP



2023 JBI Annual Report                  16

2023 JBI  
FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES

ASSETS
Cash and Cash Equivalents
Investments
Contributions Receivable
Property and Equipment, Net
Other Assets

        TOTAL Assets

2023
1,609,815 

15,849,564 
305,600 

4,834,420 
1,810,045 

24,409,444

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable and Accrued Expenses 
Other Liabilities

        TOTAL Liabilities

160188 
127,275 

287,463

NET ASSETS
Without Donor Restrictions
    General Operating
    Board-Designated Reserve
    Board-Designated Endowment
    Investment in Property and 
        Equipment, Net
        
         TOTAL Without Donor Restrictions

748,427 
508,937 

8,621,729 
500,577 

10,379,670

SUPPORT AND REVENUE
Contributions and Grants
Legacies and Bequests
Investment Activity
Other Revenue and Support

        TOTAL Support and Revenue

2023
1,699,493

513,734
2,203,889

336,019

4,753,135

EXPENSES
Program Services
Libraries and Library Development Services
Educational and Cultural Programs
JBI Periodicals
Outreach to Eastern Europe and the 
    Former Soviet Union
Israeli Assistance Program
Outreach and Library Recruitment

        TOTAL Program Service

1,879,979 
136,519 
118,758 
44,096 

69,702 
801,831 

3,050,885

Management and General
Fundraising

        TOTAL Expenses
        
        Change in Net Assets

476,631 
323,292 

3,850,808

902,327

With Donor Restrictions
    Purpose Restricted
    Beneficial Interest in Trusts and 
        Perpetual Trusts
    Endowment
    Investment in Property and Equipment, Net
        
        TOTAL Net Assets

TOTAL LIABLITIES AND NET ASSETS

1,944,400 
1,390,340 

6,073,728 
4,333,843 

24,121,981
 

24,409,444

Condensed Statement of Activities (December 31, 2023)

Condensed Balance Sheet (December 31, 2023)

Management  
& General 
12% Fundraising 

8%

Program Services
80%



Who We Are
Founded in 1931 as the Jewish Braille Institute, JBI provides people of all ages and 
backgrounds living with blindness, low vision, or print disability access to a vast 
circulating library, liturgical texts, customized materials, and cultural offerings, enabling 
connection to the rich literary, cultural, and religious life of the Jewish community.  
JBI creates and distributes thousands of Jewish-interest materials in audio, braille, and 
large print formats that are provided free of charge and delivered directly to our patrons’ 
doorsteps.
We are committed to increasing accessibility and inclusion for all individuals living with 
vision impairment, from our youngest readers pursuing a Jewish education to adults 
seeking materials for pleasure or religious observance to families who read together—and 
everyone in between with an interest in Jewish life and culture.

Who We Serve 

Our patrons include people of all ages and backgrounds, located around the world, 
who are blind, have low vision, or are print disabled. We also work with a variety of 
organizations and groups seeking to promote wider accessibility to braille, audio, and 
large-print texts for their communities. These include schools, libraries, summer camps, 
publishers, nonprofit organizations, senior centers, synagogues, and other partners.

Mission Statement 

JBI seeks to empower blind, visually impaired and reading disabled individuals to 
participate fully in educational, cultural and communal life by providing free access to 
works of Jewish and general interest through its Braille, Large Print, and Audio Libraries.  
Our global programs in many languages serve people of all ages and backgrounds.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Mark J. Altschuler
Frances Brandt
Andrea Brown
Rabbi Gabrielle Cohn
Ellen David
Steven Fadem
Barbara B. Friedman*
Susan Gold
Steve Gomer
William K. Gross 
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Hortense Hurwitz*
Thomas G. Kahn
 
 
 

Myron Kaplan, Esq.
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Nancy I. Klein
Allan N. Lowy, Esq.
Steven P. Polivy, Esq.
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Steven J. Sklar
Rabbanit Aliza Sperling

OFFICERS
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Treasurer

Ellen David
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Livia Thompson
Executive Director

Rabbi Andrew Goodman
Chief Operating Officer

Mickey Aboff
Chief Financial Officer

Dan Gamble
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Beth K. Rudich
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ment and Engagement

FOUNDER
Leopold Dubov**
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110 East 30th Street, New York, NY 10016  
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